History of the Trio Sonata
Catalogue Raisonné of the Tradition

Ludwig Finscher
2006 Balzan Prize for the History of Western Music since 1600

Balzan GPC Adviser: Gottfried Scholz

Project Directors and Main Researchers: Prof. Dr. Laurenz Liitteken (Supervisor),
Monika Baer, Sergio Ciomei, Gabriela Freiburghaus, Claire Genewein, Ivana Rentsch,
Nicola Schneider, Cristina Urchueguia, Elisabeth Wanzenried

Affiliated Institution: Universitit Ziirich

Period: 2006-2016

Ludwig Finscher is Professor Emeritus at Ruprecht-Karls-Universtitit, Heidelberg.
Finscher set aside half of the sum of the Balzan Prize for the publication of an
extensively annotated catalogue on the tradition and transmission of the trio sonata
from its first appearance around 1650 until around 1780, in order to establish the
hitherto unwritten bases for the history of the trio sonata as well as give a considerable
stimulus to musical practice.

The project was established by Ludwig Finscher together with Laurenz Liitteken, acting
as project manager responsible for administration. The project was set up with two 50%
positions designated for young scholars. The first position was intended for a researcher
who had completed his/her doctoral studies and was working towards the Habilitation.
These were held by Cristina Urchueguia and Nicola Schneider. The second position, for
a doctoral candidate (PhD student), was first held by Elisabeth Wanzenried, who was
replaced by Gabriela Freiburghaus. As of May 2011, about 1,350 editions with three to
twelve sonatas have emerged from more than 2,000 sources — many more than were
expected. A distinction has thus been drawn between printed editions and manuscripts,
giving priority to the former. A specific data base has been developed for organizing
the materials, and is being made available to specialized music libraries, students and
professors. In another initiative connected to the project, the Baroque violinist Professor
Monika Baer and harpsichordist Sergio Ciomei have, in conjunction with a specialized
ensemble, helped to bring some of this lost music to life.
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Publications

In total over 50 articles have been published, including the following of particular
note:
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